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If you are in P5 or P6 and interested 
in helping 

some of our younger students 
to read during lunchtime once a 

week when full-day school is back
please see Mr. West or Mr. Ashley

Share your passion and reading skills!

Reading around the School

Canossa School 
Hooked on Books

Fantastic news! We are ready to launch 
our new CSHK Online Book Club on Google 
classroom. You’ll learn more about it from 

your English teacher, stay tuned!

Did you start reading a new book this week?

Do you want to tell everyone about it?

Would you like to share a great part of the book with us in the 
English room at lunch recess?

See Mr. West or Mr. Ashley about book of the week!

Welcome to the bumper, first ever edition of CSHK Reading 
Newsletter! Here we can talk about reading for pleasure, 

share new books, book reviews, introduce new authors to you 
and keep you up to date with the reading activities that will 

be happening around school. Last year we had the successful 
Reader’s Theatre program and exciting things are being 

planned for this school year too! In this first issue, check out 
some of the things you can get involved in at school, including 
the AMAZING new online book club, books to wrap up warm 
with this Christmas, and find out more about our featured 

author, Michelle Harrison. Having spoken to many students 
around school, I know there are lots of keen readers out 

there, which is fantastic. If you are looking for that first book 
to get your hooks into reading, I’m sure you can find 

something for you here or in our new online club. If you would 
like to join the newsletter team and help with reviews, 

features, ideas and contributions in future, please let me 
know. Enjoy the issue, Merry Christmas and happy reading!

Mr. West

Book of the Week will only begin once full-day school resumes

Reading Buddies will only begin once full-day school resumes



Christmas Crackers 

To read extracts from these festive books, visit the website below!

6 +
Readers

10 +
readers

8 + 
Readers

ISBN139780857076014

Age ratings and book listings courtesy of https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
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Parents Corner
“Reading for pleasure is a worthwhile activity in its own right. Children who are engaged 

readers, who are choosing to read and choosing what they read are finding meaning, 
sharing meaning, making meaning with others in conversations, and therefore exploring 
their understanding of the world. It also offers significant emotional, social, cognitive 

benefits, and there’s international research evidence from many countries of the world 
that show children’s vocabulary, sense of self-confidence, their exploration of identity, 

and their comprehension are all contributed to or benefitted when children read for 
pleasure. There is also strong evidence to suggest that children’s attainment in literacy 

is also contributed by their reading for pleasure. If their attainment in literacy is 
impacted so is their attainment across the educational frame. Children’s life chances are 

influenced if we enable them to read for pleasure.”

Teresa Cremin,
Professor of Education (Literacy), Open University

https://www.researchrichpedagogies.org/
http://www.openuniversity.edu/

Ways you can help at home
Telling stories – For young children, parents may start telling 
stories to build interest and help them get used to reading on 
their own. Remember to use eye-contact, vary tone, speed 
and voice volume. Facial expressions, actions and props can 
make it more fun too.

Reading aloud – Reading books together with your children is 
so much fun both of you and helps build a love of reading. You 
can take turns in reading or enact roles from the story. Once 
you start, it can become a valuable daily routine.

Talk about books after reading – Yes, reading together is 
fun, talk about that, but also stimulate children’s thinking and 
enhance their speaking and communication skills.

What should children read
Parents should try and expose children to a wide range of 
diverse reading materials including fables, fiction, poetry, and 
picture books. Also, children should be well acquainted with 
interesting and informative non-fiction texts.

Allowing children the chance to choose their own books can 
help nurture their own reading interests and allow parents to 
have a better understanding of their child’s thoughts and 
likes.
If a child shows a preference for only one type of book, gently 
encourage them to try a wider variety to broaden their 
horizons.

For more information
Here at Canossa School HK we are always on hand to help and 
support you with your child’s reading at home. For any further 
information or questions feel free to contact your child’s 
English teacher.
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P1-P3 Corner

Would you like to share 
with us?

If you’re interested 
in writing or drawing something and seeing 

your work published, download the 
template from the newsletter website

Once finished, please hand it in to your 
English teacher or Mr West
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Dork Diaries: Drama Queen by Rachel Renee Russell
This is a story about the life of Nikki Maxwell. She is her school’s most popular girl. Mackenzie

Hollister is a rich, mean and spoiled diva! But when Nikki accidentally leaves her locker door open, 
Mackenzie steals Nikki’s diary, a book containing all of her deepest, darkest secrets. Thankfully, 
Mackenzie doesn’t tell the other students, but she takes over as Miss Know-it-all, the anonymous 

person who gives out advice. She writes super mean letters and almost gets Nikki expelled! In the end, Nikki
gets her diary back and stays at the school.

Natalie, P6E

P4-P6 Corner
Would you like to share 

with us?

If you’re interested 
in writing or drawing something and seeing your work published, download the 

template from the newsletter website

Once finished, please hand it in to your English teacher or Mr West
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Author Spotlight

Michelle Harrison

Hello Canossa School Hong Kong!

When you find the kinds of books you love, it’s magic. Reading 
lets you step into another person’s shoes, visit anywhere in the 

world, and even time travel. A powerful book will make you 
laugh and cry, think and feel. If I could give a gift to every child, 

it would be the love of reading. Because when you read for 
pleasure it changes your life.

Our author spotlight this month is on the wonderfully talented 
Michelle Harrison. Here she tells us

why reading is so important, 
and we feature some of her wonderful books!

For more information on our featured author and to read extracts from her terrific books, 
Visit https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/

A Pinch of Magic

On the isle of Crowstone, set upon eerie marshes with a 
prison as its closest neighbour, the Widdershins sisters: 
Betty, Fliss and Charlie, set out to break a deadly curse 

which has haunted their family for generations.
But the curse isn’t the only unusual thing about the 

Widdershins. Each of them possesses a magical object 
that’s been passed down the family. A scruffy carpet bag, 
a set of wooden nesting dolls and a gilt-framed mirror . . 

. none of them is what they seem.
Will they be enough to break the curse? Or will the 

sisters have better luck with the mysterious prisoner 
who claims he can help them – for a price?

Midnight Magic

Black cats born at midnight
Are different indeed,

A mischievous, odd
And peculiar breed . . .

Midnight is looking for a place to call home.
Trixie is looking for an adventure.

When the pair meet, sparks fly!
But what will Trixie’s family think of the little black kitten’s 

magic powers and taste for mischief?
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Dates for your Diary

Blue Peter Book Awards - March 2021
The shortlist is out now for next years awards. How many of 

these amazing titles have you read?

Costa Book Awards – January 2021
The shortlist is revealed for next years awards. 
Check out which books might scoop the prize!

Date Event About Website

December 
2020

Letters to Santa Each year, Santa's elves at the 
Royal Mail can help you get a 
letter from Santa, if children 

write to him by early December 

https://www.royalmail.com/christm
as/letters- to-santa 

January 
2021

National Storytelling Week Stories belong to 
everyone...what's your story 

and where will you be telling it?

https://www.sfs.org.uk/national-
storytelling-week

February
2021

Harry Potter Book Day A host of literary events across 
the world, all centred on a 

theme. Usually around the 7th 
February but date tbc. 

https://harrypotter.bloomsbury.com
/uk/harry-potter- book-night/ 

February
2021

Be a mystery reader in your 
class in this awesome 

schoolwide read aloud event

https://www.litworld.org/worldread
aloudday

March
2021

It’s a celebration of authors, 
illustrators, books and (most 
importantly) it’s a celebration 

of reading. 

https://www.worldbookday.com/ 
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